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May I add my personal congratulations to those of Fiona Hyslop, Cabinet Secretary for
Culture, Europe and External Affairs, on your continuing in office as Secretary of State for
International Development.
In Ms Hyslop's recent letter to you, she noted that there were a number of pressing issues
on International Development where we would seek a productive dialogue with you.
Poverty and inequality continues to be a global problem, and one which we are determined
that Scotland should play its part in addressing through its role in the world as a good global
citizen. As you will be aware, the Scottish Government's International Development Policy
outlines our commitment to continue to actively engage with this global agenda, and defines
Scotland's distinctive contribution and approach to international development.
We believe that our approach to International Development is perhaps unique, with its key
focus on working in partnership to achieve real and tangible outcomes on the ground,
building upon both the historical and contemporary relationships that exist between Scotland
and the developing world. As you are aware, we work through a range of organisations and
institutions in Scotland, working with their partners overseas, sharing Scottish expertise for
global good.
We are also increasingly working on the Beyond Aid agenda, in particular my championing of
policy coherence for development (PCD), and our resulting cross-government work with
colleagues in Climate Change and Education Scotland, and an ongoing seeking of new
opportunities in which the Scottish Government can act as a leader and catalyst for global
good through our wider policies.
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2015 is an important year in International Development of course, both internationally and for
the Scottish Government's own work in this area. The Millennium Development Goals are
due to come to an end this year, to be replaced by the Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs). And of course, closer to home, November 2015 will mark the 10th anniversary of
the signing of the Cooperation Agreement between the Governments of Scotland and
Malawi, which commenced our International Development work.
I thought it might be helpful therefore at this stage to also set out what the Scottish
Government has been doing in relation to the Post 2015 Agenda. We are keen to remain
involved in this conversation, and indeed would seek to be part of the UK Government
delegation to the UN in New York in September.
In September 2013, I announced my intention to create a Scottish Post-2015 working group,
consisting of representatives from Scottish NGOs, civil society, business and academia.
The group's remit was to consider and inform Scottish input into the framework which
emerged from the UN's plans around the SDGs. That Group is now looking ahead, to how
Scotland might implement the SDGs, and of course I have a keen interest in the Scottish
Government's own role in implementation. I am delighted that officials from your East
Kilbride office have joined the Group, and that the Group is now acting as a conduit between
UK negotiators for the Post 2015 Framework and Scottish civil society and Government.
I am also delighted to inform you that the Scottish Government is working with
CIFALIUNITAR to enable them to deliver a programme of 'Nationalising the SDGs in
Scotland' over the next 12 months. This work will engage key Scottish stakeholders in order
that they can understand and define the SDGs and generate ideas for implementation in
national, regional and local contexts. This approach to vertical integration of the SDGs at
national level in Scotland has attracted interest from the UN.
There is international interest in Scotland's unique partnership approach to International
Development. Supporting this, the Scotland Malawi Partnership last year published a study
(September 2014) which showed the depth of the longstanding historical and cultural
friendship with Malawi, which sees 94,000 Scots and 198,000 Malawians working together
each year in active and dignified people-to-people partnerships. The Scotland Malawi
Partnership noted that this is a relationship in which both sides contribute and both sides
benefit, with more than 300,000 Scots and 2 million Malawians benefitting each year. And
that today, more than 46% of Scots know someone actively involved with a link to Malawi.
There is also ongoing international interest in the way in which Scotland, and the wider UK,
conducted last year's Referendum on Independence for Scotland through a peaceful
democratic process, and the lasting legacy of that in Scotland of a democratically engaged
population.
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I would therefore be very keen that, in the spirit of the Smith Commission, the Scottish
Government joins the UK delegation to the United Nations Summit to adopt the post-2015
development agenda during 25-27 September 2015. I believe that there would be a good
story for both our Government's around Scotland's contribution to International
Development, and focussing on the partnership approach and people-people links. To that
end I would be keen to host a side event on the fringes of the Regular Session hosted by UN
Secretary General Ban Ki-Moon and his Special Adviser on Post 2015 Development
Planning.
I look forward to hearing from you, and to discussing this proposal further.
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